Murray Provides Kicks 

In End^ Pjew j Redskin Straightens Out Practice Tries 


By David Aldridge 

Washington Post Staff Writer 


FROSTBURG, Md., Aug. 9 — Today was 
the first day of the rest of Eddie Murray’s ca- 
reer. He has a new team in the Washington 
Redskins and new life in his 38-year-old kicking 
leg. He lined up at the end of the morning prac- 
tice ready to show his stuff with a chip shot 
(pardon the pun) well inside the 40-yard line — 
exactly what the Redskins signed him Tuesday 
to do. 

Wide left. 

No problem. He backed up five yards for an- 
other easy one. After all, the guy was 19 for 19 
inside the 40 last season for the Philadelphia 
Eagles and once had a four-year stretch in 
which he was 51 of 56 inside the 40. This is a 
guy whose 1,359 career points put him ninth 
on the league’s all-time scoring list, two field 
goals behind Fred Cox. 

Wide left. 


Okay, maybe he’s a little rusty. The third 
time’s a charm. 

An absolute duck, traveling sideways when it 
lands. His new teammates burst into laughter. 

Ah, Eddie? 

“They were giving some good support,” 
Murray said afterward. “I’ve got to catch up 
quick.” 

Murray backed up again, and this time, he 
kicked the ball right down the middle. He add- 
ed another field goal in a scramble drill to end 
the practice, and everyone had a good laugh. 
Because Eddie Murray has spent 16 years in 
the National Football League being as consis- 
tent as anyone who’s ever set foot to ball. And 
right now, he’s the Redskins’ kicker for 1995. 

He's not the physical specimen that now-de- 
parted Chip Lohmiller was, but he’s survived 
since 1980 by being steely when games were 
on the line. And even though Philadelphia re- 
leased him to bring in former Steelers kicker 
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Gary Anderson, Murray knew he’d be 
playing again. 

“I’d work out in the morning and 
kick in the afternoons,” Murray said 
today. “I'd do my own little two-a-days, 
and also play a little golf. ... I’m still 
kicking 50-yarders. I’ve been kicking 
50 or 60 balls a day, so I’ve got my 
camp in. I just don't have the snap and 
hold. Because of the situations I’ve 
been in the last couple of years, I’ve 
had to go in and pick up quick, any- 
way” 

He’s got a four handicap, a seeming 
prerequisite for kickers. But he’s also 
a guy that would like to meet Henry 
Kissinger some day, and says David 
Lifton’s “Best Evidence” — a seminal 
conspiracy work on the assassination 
of John Kennedy — is his favorite book. 
Murray was beloved in Detroit, where 
he spent his first 12 seasons in the 
league and is the team’s all-time lead- 
ing scorer. A strong worker in that 
community, he was twice nominated 
for the league’s Byron “Whizzer” 
White award and won consecutive De- 
troit Man of the Year honors in 1984 
and '85. 

The Lions didn’t keep Murray 
around following the 1991 season, 
thinking he’d lost some oomph on his 
kicks. But he's persevered where the 
free agency winds have taken him— to 
Kansas City for a week, to Tampa Bay 
for half a season, to Dallas for a Super 
Bowl, to the Eagles for punishment. 

There, he was 21 of 25 last season, 
but all of the misses were outside of 


POINT- 

COUNTERPOINT 

RIGHT MOVE FOR REDSKINS? 

■ Placekicker Chip Lohmiller 

was released Tuesday by the 
Washington Redskins after 
eight seasons. Do you think the 
Redskins were right to cut 
Lohmiller, or do you think they 
should have stuck with him 
longer? 

Pick a side, make an 
argument, and send your 
submission — of no more than 
300 words— to 202-334-7685. 
Include your name, address and 
phone number. Submissions 
must be received by noon 
Friday. 


40 yards. He thinks he was held cap- 
tive by new rules implemented last 
season in which missed kicks revert to 
the spot of the kick, not the line of 
scrimmage, for the offense. That was 
supposed to create more fourth-down 
gambles near the middle of the field, 
and theoretically, fewer field goals. 
And then-coach Rich Kotite wouldn’t 
let him try the long ones, Murray says 
now. 

Coach Norv Turner didn't hesitate 
to bring Murray in. With free agent 
Scott Blanton out indefinitely with a 
groin injury, Murray will get all of the 
work Saturday against the Houston 
Oilers. The Redskins say they’ll adjust 
if Murray’s kickoffs are short. All they 


want is the sure three points they 
didn’t think they could count on any- 
more. 

It’s a bum rap on Eddie that he 
can’t kick off,” special teams coach 
Pete Rodriguez said. “He doesn't have 
the leg that Chip has, or the big-legged 
guys in the league. But it’s nQt like 
he’s going to put the ball on the 20- 
yard line. He’s going to hit the ball de- 
cently” 

Redskins Notes: More talks 
yielded little movement yesterday in 
the Michael Westbrook negotiations. 
Agent Steve Zucker and General 
Manager Charley Casserly probably 
will talk again Thursday. ... ' 

Defensive tackle Bill Johnson left 
Washington yesterday and is on his 
way to visit other teams after seeing 
Philadelphia and Washington. The 
Redskins gave him a physical Tues- 
day. . . . Seattle has contacted agent 
Tony Agnone about Lohmiller. . . . 

. . . The first-team offense and de- 
fense will each get about a half Sat- 
urday. Gus Frerotte should get most 
of the work in the second half. . . . 
Today was the last practice open to 
the public. The team arrived in 
Knoxville this evening and will prac- 
tice twice Thursday with the Oilers 
at Maryville College. They’ll prac- 
tice together once Friday morning. 

. . . Shuler will have about 150 fami- 
ly members make the trek from Bry- 
son City, N.C., for the game. 


